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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


DPRK Workers Party Delegation Arrives 
AB141005 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] A three-member delegation of the DPRK Workers Party 
Central Committee arrived in Bangui yesterday afternoon at 
1740. The delegation, led by Choe Tae-pok, secretary general of 
the WPK, was met at the airport by (Martin Gnangbo), member 
of the provisional steering committee, representing the executive 
secretary and permanent secretary in charge of external rela- 
tions; and (Makombo Emile*Nzerene), member of the RDC 
{Central African Democratic Rally] Standing Committee, in 
charge of relations with foreign parties. 


The head of the DPRK Workers Party delegation said his visit 


falls within the framework of the reinforcement of cooperation 


ties between the WPK and the RDC. 


ZAIRE 


State Secretary,ivorian Minister View Cooperation 
AB131250 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
0837 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 12 Aug [Date as received] (AZAP) — Citizen 
Mobutu Nyiwa, secretary of state for international cooperation, 
and Lamine Fadika, Ivorian minister for maritime affairs, had 
an exchange of views on cooperation between Zaire and Ivory 
Coast yesterday at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Inter- 
national Cooperation . Mr Fadika told the press that he reviewed 
the resultsof this cooperation with Citizen Mobutu Nyiwa, nota- 
bly in the maritime sector. 


The Ivorian minister, who underlined the excellent relations 
between the peoples of Zaire and Ivory Coast, judging from the 
friend]: relations existing between Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko 
and President Houphouet-Boigny, said that his visit gave him the 
opportunity to meet several Zairian authorities including the 
chairman of the Legislative Council. 


CENTRAL AFRICA Al 


Senegalese Foreign Ministry Official Visits 
ABI 31122 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1000 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 12 Aug [Date as received](AZAP) — Mohamed 
Sonko, permanent undersecretary at the Senegalese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, arrived in Kinshasa yesterday for a 3-day mis- 
sion to Zaire. Mr Sonko, who did not disclose the purpose of his 
mission, however, pointed out that it falls within the framework 
of strengthening the deep friendship which has existed between 
Zaire and Senegal for some decades now. 


During his visit, Mr Sonko will pay a courtesy visit to his 
counterpart of th: Zairian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation. 


Transport Official Brings Message 
AB131815 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
0925 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 12 Aug [Date as received] [AZAP) — Hilaire 
Mouthault, minister of transport and civil aviation of the People’s 
Republic of Congo, arrived in Kinshasa yesterday evening with 
a message from Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso to Marshal 
Mobutu Sese Seko, founding chairman of the MPR and presi- 
dent of the Republic: The Congolese statesman told AZAP 
[Zairian news agency] upon arrival that the message concerned 
the good relations between Zaire and the People’s Republic of 
Congo. 


Mr Mouthault, who is accompanied by several officials of the 
Congolese Department of Transport, stated that he wanted to use 
the opportunity of his visit to Kinshasa to discuss common 
transport problems with his Zairian counterpart and his aides. 
He pointed out that these problems bear in particular on railroad 
and river transportation, and especially on the air agreement 
signed in 1986 between the two countries, but never imple- 
mented. 


The Congolese transport and civil aviation minister was wel- 
comed by Citizen Sampasa Kaweta Milombe, state 
coramissioner for transport and communications. Also part of the 
welcome team were the general managers of Onatra [National 
Transportation Office], the River Transportation Agency, and 
the deputy delegate general of the Zairian National Railroad 
Company (SNCZ). 
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BOTSWANA 


Chissano Continues Visit, Slams ‘Enemies of Peace’ 
MBI 22015 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1910 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique today 
strongly attacked what he called the enemies of peace in the 
region who assassinated his predecessor, President Samora 
Machel, causing terror in Mozambique, and destabilizing the 
Frontline States. 


Addressing a crowd of more than 5,000 people at Tonota this 
afternoon, Mr Chissano said by assassinating Mr Machel, the 
enemies of peace had hoped that Mo.:ambicans would give up the 
struggle. He assured Botswana that after the death of President 
Machel, Mozambicans became more united and courageous than 
ever before. He said with the support of the Frontline States, 
Mozambique would continue to defend its independence until 
victory was achieved. Mr Chissano blamed the current situation 
in hfozambique on the notorious rebel movement, the Renamo, 
which he said was being trained and armed by South Africa. 


The Mozambican president also commended achievements made 
so far in the independence southern African states in the reduc- 
tion of illiteracy. He said when those countries attained indepen- 
dence, very little had been done to train citizens in various fields. 
He noted that much has been done by the governments of those 
countries. He cited as an example that in Mozambique military 
and civilian aircraft were being piloted by Mozambicans, while 
in Botswana most of the engineers at the Orapa Diamond Mine 
were Botswana and said this was commendable. 


Mr Chiss2o returned to Gaborone this evening and has been 
attending a cocktail party at the State House together with the 
president, br Quett Masire. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
P.W. Botha Briefs Parliament on Government Policy 


Announces Delay in Elections 
MBI131540 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1537 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — A general 
election would not be held in 1989 and the Constitution would be 
changed to extend the life of the present House of Assembly to 
five years, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha said today. 


Speaking in his vote of the budget, he said that in terms of the 
current stipulations of the Constitution, the present term of 
Parliament expired in 1989. This meant that the House of 
Assembly, which had just had a general election, would have to 
go to the voters again in 1989. 


He said the current stipulations were designed to ensure concur- 
rent terms for the houses of Parliament. However, this meant 
that a house which held a general election within the prescribed 
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five year period of five years, was not able to have a five year 
term thereafter. 


“This appears to be an unfair arrangement: firstly towards the 
governing party in a specific house, which is entitled to a full term 
for the execution of its mandate. secondly towards the voters of 
the group concerned, who are expected to form a judgement 
without adequate opportunity for evaluating the parties.” 


He said the maximum term of five years entailed a deep rooted 
parliamentary principle which had been subscribed to by every 
government since union. In the present constitution, the clause 
was entrenched and the government had no intention of deviating 
from this principle. 


“In the light of these considerations the government intends 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution to enable the prin- 
ciple of raximum terms of five years to be duly upheld in the 
current constitutional dispensation. Consequently, an 
amendment will be tabled during the present session with a view 
to determining the maximum term of each house separately to 
be five years.” 


He said the envisaged amendment would not affect the principle 
that the state president was elected for five years nor his right in 
terms of the Constitution to dissolve Parliament at any time. 


Pledges To Retain Ea:ergency 
MB131650 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The state of 
emergency would remain as long as revolutionaries continued to 
try to create trouble, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said 
today. Replying to debate on his budget vote, he said there was 
no point in lifting the state of emergency in one .rea and then 
reimposing it in another. The emergency had in fact been only 
partially applied in the past. But then the revolutionaries had 
gone to areas where peace still prevailed and stirred up feelings 
there. The emergency had therefore been applied throughout the 
country. 


Black people had gone back to their work and scbools and they 
had been able to live in their houses again. Mr Botha said he had 
received delegations of black people in his office who told him “if 
you don’t help us we won't be able, we won't be allowed to sleep 
in our houses”. One woman said she had not been allowed to get 
dressed for 14 days. 


A decision on the !fting of the emergency would depend on the 
advice government got from its security advisors and on whai it 
observed in the country as a whole. 


Earlier Mr Botha said he had been asked by PFP leader Mr Colin 
Eglin about the South-West African He would deal 
with that tomorrow “and I hope I be able to satisfy the 
honourable member”. “I hope we are still agreed that the South- 
West Africa situation is a delicate one and should be handled in 
a delicate way.” 
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Mr Eglin had tried “the old trick” of attempting to create a Reacts to Dakar ‘Safari’ 

division between the minister of constitutional development and MB131526 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

planning, Mr Chris Heunis, and the deputy minister of informa- 1525 GMT 13 Aug 87 

tion, Dr Stoffel Van Der Merwe. The fact was that Mr Heunis 

had approached him, Mr Botha, and requested that the deputy § [Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The mere fact 

minister's services also be made available to his department as that the government had allowed Dr Van Zyl Slabbert and 

deputy minister of constitutional development. “So don't try and company to “burn their fingers” in Dakar should not be inter- 

divide them,” he said. preted as though the government would turn a blind eye to future 
talks with the ANC, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said 

“Rather try and help them, because they are dealing with a very today. 

big problem in South Africa. Rather help than try and create the 

impression that one is better than the other.” “Let Dakar be a lesson to all South Africans,” Mr Botha said 
during the debate on his vote. If some South Africans dit) not 

Mr Botha said Dr Willie Snyman (CP Pietersburg) had claimed wish to pay attention to his earlier warnings, he wished to put 

he, Mr Botha, was reaching the final chapter of his reform plan. these warning in plainer English, so that everyone could under- 

“Oh, mr dear friend,” said Mr Botha. “As long as civilisation stand what was at issue. “A leopard (the African National 

exists this country will never come to the end of the reform Congress-South African Communist Party alliance) never 

process. If you no longer have a need for reform, you are dead.” changes its spots. Don’t judge by appearances.” 


Where would South Africa be today if there had not been It was a fact that several forces were at work, directly 

continuing reform in the past? Paul Kruger himself had been a indirectly, to try to wreck South Africa's future or to inflame 

man of negotiation. political events in their own self-interest. “They will persist i 
this way, with even greater activity and with more sophistica- 

Matters affecting the country were looked at anew each day, and tion.” 

negotiations took place in that light. ’f one merely believed in 

“skop skiet end donner” [kick, shoot, and fight] one would get The state president said the government would therefore have no 

nowhere. choice but to consider taking certain steps to prevent South 


Praises Reagan's ‘Good Sense’ 
MB131637 Johannesburg SAPA in English — “The consideration of stricter control with regard to the 
1634 GMT 13 Aug 87 issuing and renewal of passports for South Africans who collabo- 


rate with South Africa's enemies; 
[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — South Africa still 
had many friends in America, and President Ronald Reagan — “The consideration of amendments to legislation to restrict 
would always be remembered in South Africa for trying to the flow of funds from abroad to be used for undermining the 
maintain good sense, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said state and promoting extra-parliamentary politics; 


today. 
— “the appointment of a joint select parliamentary committee 
He was reacting to remarks made by the leader of the opposition, of inquiry into the activities and funding of extra-parliamentary 
Dr Andries Treurnicht, during the debate on his budget vote and groups; 
said he did not belizve America should be singled out as the 
leader among South Africa's antagonists in the West. — “Just as the government of the United States of America is 
taking steps to bring the staff of embassies who are acting off 
“When we speak of America, we i.ust differentiate between two limits in that country under control, or to restrict their move- 
sections. There are powers in the Congress that seek to destroy ments, similar steps can be considered in South Africa with 
South Africa but there are also those whe do battle every day, regard to certain members of staff of specific embassies”. 


who expose themselves for South Africa. 

Mr Botha said that during the past few weeks there had been 
“We can also not name the United States without singling out widely divergent reactions to the “low-profile” the government 
President Reagan,” Mr Botha said. “He will always be remem- had taken in regard to the Dakar safari. He wished to remind 
bered by South Africa for having preached good sense and tried members the government had on several previous occasions 
to maintain it.” explained its stand, on the basis of hard intelligence, with regarc 


; to safaris to meet the ANC. 

He knew what he was talking about and documents would show 

that there were good an important who meant well for South § “At that time I issued several warnings to thcae lured by curios- 
Africa. ity, feelings of guilt, ignorance or misguidance to the ANC 
abroad. I also indicated further how the ANC/SACP alliance 
exploits these talks for furthering their own revolutionary inter- 
ests and not for examining the possibility of a peaceful settle- 
ment.” The IDASA (Institute for a Democratic Alternative for 


Vill. 14 Aug 87 


SA) delegation under Dr Slabbert apparently preferred to make 
light of his warnings and standpoints on the ANC/SACP. 


“Let me tell members that government was aware of the planned 
safari before it took place. The Dakar visit was no surprise.” 


“But, Dr Van Zyl Slabbert and Dr Alex Boraine are adults — 
we all know them. The go: «ment's standpoint in this case — 
as opposed to some of theo. : safaris— was: if the people do 
not want to hear, let them Icarn the lessons themself. Maybe then 
there will be greater understanding for the government's warn- 
ings. Perhaps South Africans and people abroad will then believe 
that the government's standpoints cannot merely be slated as 
propaganda. 


“Drs Slabbert and Boraine have on several occasions admitted 
that IDASA gets most of its funds from abroad.” On his return 
from the Dakar talks on July 31, Dr Slabbert declared that there 
wasn’t “anything sinister or illegal” about the funds received by 
IDASA and that it had up to that stage laid all its cards on the 
table as far as the press was concerned. “This is, however, 


contradicted by information at the disposal of the government. 


“IDASA owes it to the South African public, in accordance with 
its undertaking, to reveal all information, including the actual 
origins of its funds and the manner in which the funds are 
channelled to it.” 


On one occasion, Dr Slabbert himself described the purpose for 
which foreign funds were used by IDASA as “the most patriotic 
act imaginable”. The question now arose whether it was a 
patriotic act to employ foreign money for holding talks with a 
communist controlled, banned organisation responsible for so 
much bloodshed in the RSA. “I think that Dr Slabbert, as well 
as certain Western governments, owes all peace-loving South 
Africans an answer. Actions such as there can certainly not be 
termed patriotic, neither do they contribute towards peace and 
stability in the RSA. 


“What we have here seems rather to be an unholy alliance 
between strange bed-fellows for the purpose of undermining the 
government's reform initiatives together with the legitimacy and 
sovereignity of government structures. 


“I would also like to ask Dr Slabbert why he was so eager, after 
the Dakar talks, to report to certain Western governments on his 
African escapades. Was this perhaps an indication of where his 
patriotism lies or in whose interests he has been acting?” 


As to the expense of the Dakar safari, Mr Botha said, the “entire 
circus” cost half a million rand “at the very least”. This money 
came mainly from various Western and institutions. 
The government could disclose the details, but had the time not 
come for IDASA to be frank with the general public of south 
africa? 


The third aspect which the government viewed in a very serious 
light, was the interference of foreign governments and their 
extra-parliamentary 


embassy personne! in the furtherance of 
politics. “The government is aware of the activities of these 
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people, and of their support for such organisations as IDASA,” 
Mr Botha said. 


“In this process they are making use of South Africans to do their 
‘dirty work’ for them while at the same time they are undermin- 
ing the sovereignty of the RSA — something | also seriously 
warned against in my speech on April 17, 1986.” No self- 
respecting government would allow its hospitality to be abused 
in this way. 


Prior to his departure for Dakar, Dr Boraine tried to create the 
impression that the IDASA delegation was representative of the 
Afrikaner community, that there would be real “eye-ball to 
eye-ball” talking and that their delegation did not include any 
“‘p 1sh-overs”. Furthermore, on their return, they broadcasted to 
the world at large how successful the talks had been and whet 
“reasonable people” the ANC were. 


“Allow me to tell you what actually happened. The Dakzr 
delegation went there totally unprepared; the majority of them 
were not informed beforehand as to the nature of the talks nor 
as to the level of the ANC delegation. No wonder that some of 
the naive, credulous Dakarites are now secretly accusing Van Zyl 
Slabbert of having mislet them and even of selling them out. 


Mr Botha said he had looked at some of the departure forms 
compieted by the “Dakar pilgrims”. “I can assure you they make 
quite interesting reading. Some clerics, especially, who went on 
this trip, had no qualms about violating the truth, or otherwise it 
merely demonstrates how uniformed they were.” He quoted from 
the form of one clergyman who had stated purpose of departure 
was “holiday, United Kingdom”. Other members of the party 
had said they were going on a business visit to the United 
Kingdom or to a conference in that country. 


“It is easy to make statements in public and to create impressions 
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words of Pallo Jordan one of the SACP spokesmen at Dakar: 
There was yet a second, small group of free marketeers. With the 
best will in the world, we found it difficult to take seriously their 
hodge-podge of classical bourgeois economic theory and latter- 
day Japanese managerial practice.” 


It was clear that, during the Dakar conference and afterwards, 
the ANC was mocking several of the white liberals. “The ANC 
is laughing up their sleeves at the naivety of useful idiots who, as 
Lenin puts it, can be used to further the aims of the first phase 
of the revolution. 


“These people did not go to Dakar to hold penetrating discussions 
with the ANC. On the contrary, they went to co-ordinate 
strategies and to find out what the ANC expects of democratic 
patriots.” This was apparent from Mr Thabo Mbeki's opening 
words before the conference and was confirmed in his comment 
on Radio Mozambique on July 29 this year when he stated 
that: “The Afrikaners who went to Dakar wanted to under- 
stand what the ANC would expect of them in terms of action to 


oppose the system of apartheid”. 


“I would once again like to ask those who held talks with the 
ANC if they became at all wiser in the process and whether they 
had received any satisfactory answers to cardinal questions, such 
as who of those in the ANC are communists and what hold does 
the SACP have on the ANC,” Mr Botha said. 


As had already been proven with the Johannesburg car bomb, 
for which the ANC’s Radio Freedom claimed responsibility on 
August 3, the hollow promises of the ANC of preventing uncon- 
trolled violence could not be relied on. The day after Dakar, 
Radio Freedom once again announced that the “struggle” should 
be extended to white residential areas. Furthermore, on July 28, 
at the Organisation of African Unity, Mr Oliver Tambo declared 
that the armed struggle should be intensified at all costs, and he 
had appealed to the African states for increased support. 


“I would like to stress once again that the ANC’s revolutionary 
policy and strategy is still being carried out to the letter. For the 
ANC/SACP alliance talks are only a means to an end, namely 
the revolutionary take-over of power. It is an instrument to divide 
whites and the ruling class, to gather useful idiots and other 
progressive forces behind itself, as well as to promote the legiti- 
macy and bargeining power of the ANC inside the RSA and 
abroad,” Mr Botha said. 


“The international community and the ANC are painfully aware 
of the fact that the contribution of the whites in the solution of 
the South African problems is of crucial importance and that a 
mandate in this regard has been placed in the hands of the 
government by the white electorate themselves. The whites in 
South Africa are regarded as a problem by our enemies. Fact is 
that the whites, and in particular the Afrikaner, constitutes a 
great part of the solution. Logic dictates that any party — and 
that includes the ANC — that wants to bring about change in 
South Africa will, for that reason, have to negotiate with the 
legally elected government. 


“However, for the ANC, under its present SACP leadership, 
there is no question of negotiations as a process of consensus, 
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settlement, compromise and give-and-take. It is striving eventu- 
ally for an all-or-nothing result, although, along the way, it is 
its apparent reasonableness and flexibility. 


“The government is endeavouring to bring about orderly and 
democratic change by means of a process of negotiation in which 
all interested parties in the RSA can be involved. But the 
government will not go and sit at the negotiation table at the point 
of a gun, with the handing over of power to the revolutionaries 
as the main item on the agenda. It will surely be in the best 
interest of everyone if the conflicting parties in the country can 
reach a compromise and through this reach consensus. 


“However, one fact is 2” plain as a pikestaff: Anyone going to 
speak to the ANC behind the government's back, or who supports 
this organisation consciously or unconsciously in any way, is 
strengthening their evil intentions,” Mr Botha said. The longer 
longer it would take to get the ANC “as an accountable and 
responsible party” so far as to join other South African interested 


Dakar had rot helped to solve South Africa's complicated prob- 
lems at all, it had only aggravated and protracted them. 


“Nevertheless, I am under the impression that most reasonable 
South Africans accept and understand these realities. Some 
well-meaning advocates of dialogue have also learn hard lessons 
in Dakar, while incidents like the Johannesburg car bomb are 
also opening the eyes of gullible people. 


“The government cannot think for adult citizens of the country, 
but has the responsibility of warning the public of traps set for 
South Africans by foreigners and revolutionaries. The mere fact 
that the government allowed Van Zyi Slabbert and company to 
bura their fingers in Dakar, must not be interpreted as though 
the government will turn a blind eye to future talks with the ANC 
as a matter of course. Let Dakar be a lesson to all South 
Africans.” Mr Botha said. 


Oppeses ‘Extra-Parllamentary’ 
MB131600 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1551 GMT Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha, said today he was appealing to Parliament 
to protect itself against extra-parliamentary actions financed 
from abroad. Mr Botha had just announced, during debate on 
his budget vote, that a joint select parliamentary committee ol 
inquiry would be appointed to investigate the activities and 
funding of extra-purliamentary groups. 


Responding to interjections from members of the Progressive 
Federal Party, he said: “I am appealing to you to help protect 


Earlier, Mr Botha said he always had, and would continue, to 
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maintain that change could only take place through Parliament, 
and that everything that had been built up sc far — civilised 
norms, the freedom of religion and democratic values — should 
be retained and protected by Parliament as it was now and in the 


“If this is not done there can never be peace in South Africa.” 


Views Namibian Elections, Independence 
MBI141151 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1149 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly, August 14, SAPA — A general 
election for second-tier government in SWA/Namibia did not 
necessarily have to be Lield on an ethnic basis, the state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


Speaking during the debate on his budget vote, he said national 
elections in the territory now were not possible because this wouki 
interfere with his government's international obligations in terms 
of United Nations Security Council Resolution 435 indepen- 
dence plan, which it had agreed to. 


“Second-tier elections could be held on a regiona! basis, depend- 
ing on circumstances,” he said. 


Saying the leaders of the transitional government should “get 
their house in order, resolve. differences and to act with a common 
purpose,” he said other means, such as referendums, existed by 
which the will of the people of the territory could be ascertained 
on a second-tier basis, and whether or not they wanted these 
authorities to be maintained. 


These could be held on the same or a number of days. 


Mr Botha said his government had undertaken to adhere to his 
predecessor’s acceptance of Resolution 435, even though he had 
made it clear he personally did not agree with it as a mechanism 
to bring about SWA/Namibia’s independence, and that the 
government had thus far refrained from any deviation from this 
principle. 

“My standpoint is that if the Cuban troops leave Angola, against 
who will the proposed UN peacekeeping task force be protecting 
the people of SWA/Namibia? 


“And if the Cubans leave, it would not be necessary for South 
Africa to keep its security forces on the border.” 


“In my opinion (Resolution 435) is not a practical and viable 
mechanism. 

“The cost of the peace-keeping force as proposod is too high and 
is not realistic.” 


Mr Notha said his government would, however, not act in a way 
that would abrogate the international obligations to which it had 
committed itself. 


“At the same time, it has to be emphasised that the Republic of 
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South Africa, like some other governments, could never accept 
that SWAPO is the sole anc authentic representative of the 
people in the territory.” 


If SWAPO was indeed the only representative, it would have 
taken to the constitutional path long ago “instead of staying on 
the outside and murdering innocent people on the borders.” 


The massive Cuban presence in Angola was an external factor 
hampering the :triving of the people of the territory for indepen- 
dence. 


“In fact the Cuban numbers are growing daily and grea: volumes 


of military equipment of an extremely sophisticated nature are 
still flowing into Angola from the Soviet Union.” 


Asa result of this, the government had associated itself with the 
United States position that implementation of Resolution 435 
was inextricably linked to a satisfactory agreement on a Cuban 
withdrawal. 


The government's objective of supporting SW A /Namibia on the 
road to independence remained, but it could never allow a 
Marxist /communist gove nment to come intc power in Wind- 
hoek through revolutionary methods. 


“The government is prepared, and has done so already, to grant 
as much authority and self-government as poss. ble to the people 
of SWA/Namibia in order to support them on the road to 
independence. 


“It is, however, not possible, or desirable, at this stage to hold a 
national election, since it could implicate the republic's interna- 
tional obligations.” 


To give new impetus to political development and the debate on 
constitutional affairs in SWA/Namibia, the government had 
requested the transitional government to consider holding elec- 
tions for the recomposition of second-tier authorities. These had 
last been held in 1980. 


“It will also give the votersof SW A /Namibia the opportunity to 
bring forward their leaders with whom negotiations about con- 
stitutional development could take place. 


“At the same time, it could contribute towards promoting discus- 
sion between the elected leaders of parties and population groups, 
and result in joint action in the interests of the people of 
SWA/Namibia. 


“These elections necd not necessarily be held on an ethnic basis, 
but could also be beid on a regional basis, depending on the 
circumstances. 


“I must nevertheless point out the fact that SWA/Namibia is a 
land essentially consisting of different minorities ... a.1y solution 
for future stability aad peace must recognise this fact,” he said. 


The transitional government had the authority to call these 
elections “and I appeal :o them to avail |hemselves of this power.” 
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Mr Botha pointed out he did not only receive requests and 
suggestions from the cabinet of the transitional government. 


“I also receive them from many other leaders, including leaders 
from second—tier authorities, and the government has to bear 
this in mind when making decisions. 


“I wish to make an earnest appeal to the leaders of the territory 
to resolve their differeaces and to act with a common purpose in 
the interest of SWA/Namibia and its people. 


“The future of SWA/Nam’bia is in their hands... South Africa 
can do no more than attempt to facilitate the difficult road ahead 
by providing advice and assistance. 


“The actions of the leaders of SWA/Namibia, will play an 
important role in shaping the southern Africa which we all seek.” 


Accepts Talks With Angela 


MB141218 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
GMT 14 Apr 87 ¥ 


[Text] House of Assembly, August 14, SAPA — South Africa 
was still prepared to participate in peace talks for Angola and 
SWA/Namibia but this would not be possible as long as the super 
powers kept Angola as their playground, the state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, said today. 


. Speaking during debate on his budget vote, he said a withdrawal 
of Cubans from Angola would mean an “overnight” change in 


Notice should however be taken of the recent attempts by Dr 
Chester Crocker, the U.S. assistant se-retary of state, to negoti- 
ete with the Luanda government and his comment that “it was 
of no use.” 


Since then, Mr Botha said, there had teen reports that the 
Angolan Government wanted to negotiate directly with the 
South African Government, but these remained reports. 


“Our standpoint is that we are in principle still prepared tc: talks 
about the withdrawal oi Cubans. 


“This is because the presence of the large number of Cuban 
troops in Angola is the biggest, if not the only, stumbling block 
in the way of stability and peace ir that part of our continent. 


“South Africa is still prepared to participate in a conference of 
all parties concerned, thet is South Africa, the MPLA govern- 
ment, UNITA and all the parties of SWA/Namibia, that could 
lead to peace in the territory. 


“If the Cubans go, then the whole situation there, and in the rest 
of southern Africa, will be totally changed overnight... have no 
doubt about it.” 


Mr Botha referred to the benefit to the whole region if the 
Benguela railway line cutting through southern Angola was 
reopened as a resut of peace. 
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“I hope the issue of a Cuban withdrawal will remain high on the 
priority list of the United Nations and the West.” 


Mimeworkers Union Strike Eaters Fifth Day 


Pelice, Miners Clash 
MB140440 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0108 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 14, SAPA — Twenty-three workers 
firing teargas and rubber bullets, attacked the men when union 
members tried to hold a meeting to seek advice from shop 
stewards over an order served on them by management to leave 
Anglo American's ERGO [East Rand gold one] plant on the East 
Rand, the National Union of Mineworkers (YUM), said in a 
statement this morning. 


“It is clearly evident that the Anglo claims of not using the police 
in breaking the legitimate strike at ERGO and by its support of 
violence against its own employees,” the statement said. 


The union also rejecte allegations by Anglo American of sab- 
Otage dy its members, who had a@ sit-in at the plant 


“Anglo American has clearly showed itself to be a firm supporter 
of strike breaking, using its trusted partner, the South African 
police in maintaining its industrial relations system,” the union 
said. 


Seca ity Perseane( injure Six 
MB1 40641 Johannesburg SAPA is: English 
0640 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Jobonnesburg, Aug 14, SAPA — Six workers were injured 
— one seriously — when security forces opened fire on stone- 
throwing strikers at the western deep levels no | shaft hostel ex rly 
this morning, mine owner Anglo American Corporstion said. 
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A spokesman for Anglo said security forces from the SA police 
and the mine moved in to the no | shaft hostel at 4am to disperse 
a group of heavily armed strikers. 


This followed three days of increasing tension at the hostel during 
which time management met on a number of occasions with 
senior National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) officials in an 
effort to reduce the tension, the spokesman said. 


“At these meetings, management was assured by NUM that the 
situation would return to normal. 


“However, at about [am a group of some 700 already heavily 
armed workers were seen to be joined by others who were arming 
themselves with petrol bombs, pangas and other weapons. 


“They were advised by the mine manager to put down their 
later the request was repeated by a member of the SA police, 


“Repeated attempts were made to disperse the crowd, but the 
group then advanced on the security forces, throwing stones, and 
were dispersed by firing rubber bullets.” 


The spokesman said 60 workers were injured, of whom 14 were 
hospitalised and one was in a serious condition. 


Commentary Defends Intervention in Mining Strike 
MB140535 Johannesburg Domestic Service ia English 
0500 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Serious as it is for the country, the strike on gold and coa! 
mine’s has to be resolved in the present showdown between the 
mining companies and the National Union of Mineworkers. 
There is no role for the state in it. This is the essence of the system 
regulating industrial relations that has come into being in South 
Africa through the far-reaching labour reforms of the eighties: 
That in the procese of bargaining and settlement of disputes 
between employers and workers, the participants are free and 
independent agents. The only task of the state is to provide in 
advance the statutory framework withi: which the system can 
operate effectively, equitably, and with the maintenance of good 
order. As Manpower Minister Piet du Plessis has affirmed, the 
miners strike as such is a matter between employers and employ- 
ees in which the state has no ply >. 


That is the situation as long as all parties abide by the agreed 
rules. But when the conditions for the proper functioning of the 
system are violated questions arise about the legitimacy of the 
process itself and the results it brings forth. This is especially the 
case when the prerequisites of equity and good orde. are dis- 
carded through the perpetration of violence to strengthen the 
claims of a contending party. When evidence of criminal action 
emerges there is no alternative: The state's law enforcement 


agency must step in. 


On Weinesday police arrested 78 members and officiais of the 
NUM on charges of conspiracy to murder and subversion. The 
men took part in a meeting at which, it is alleged, reference was 


apparently made to the strike failing aud it was suggested that 
radical steps had to be taken to prevent miners from returning to 
work. The 78 will appear in court on Monday. There have also 
been complaints throughout the week from managements about 
intimidation of miaezs who are still working. On Wednesday a 
spokesman for Anglo-Vaal reported excessive intimidation at its 
Loraine mine. Earlier a man who had continued to work was 
found murdered in his bed at a Bencor [Generali Mining Union 
Corporation] mine. a variety of incidents have taken place at 
mines belonging to Anglo American, the company most severely 
affected. People have been prevented from going to work, those 
who do work leave themselves open to assault when they come 
off shift, entrance to hostels has been hampered, and delivery of 
food to hostels has been disrupted. 


There is no more certain way of desiroying a democratic indus- 
trial relations system — the fruit: of the labor reform of the past 
8 years — than to allow violezce to become a common fvature of 
it. This is the view of eo impressive an authority as Professor Nic 
Wiehain, cinei architer of the new dispensation. Incitement and 
irdimidation must be eradicated in its entirety, Professor 
Wiehahn warned in a recent interview. It makes no difference 
what changes we bring about in South African trade unionism, 
he said. If elements like incitement and intimidation ere not dealt 
with, no change wili have the desired effect. 


Whatever the merits of the present dispute on the mines, the 
participants have an equally strong interest in maintaining a 
healthy system of free and fair industrial bargaining. Breaking 
the rules of the system can only be self-destructive. 


Heunis Briefs Parliament on Rent Boycott 
MB! 30637 Umtata Cayital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Constitutional Development Minister Chris Heunis has 
told Parliament how much money in unpaid rent is owed to black 
local authorities. He says a total of nearly 290 million rands was 
owed to the authorities on 30 April this year. Mr Heunis says the 
rent boycott has been most effective in the Transvaal, where the 
total outstanding amount is over 230 million rands, while in 
Natal by the end of April nearly 3 million rand was owed to Jacal 
authorities. He went on to detail action being taken against rent 
defeulters, including negotiations with employers about pay 
deduction orders and evictions. Mr Heunis says no legal steps ar : 
being taken against rent boycotters in Natal while, in his words, 
in the Transvaal municipal police are being used to remind 
defaulters. 


Pledges Official Collection Assistance 
MBI21919 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Text] The minister of constitutional development and planning, 
Mr Chris Heunis, says all possible administrative steps are being 
taken to collect outstanding rent in bleck towns. In reply to a 
ques.ion in parliament, he said outstanding rentals and service 
fees due to black loca! authorities in the four provinces amounted 
to more than 267 million rand at the end of April. 


iia all al 
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Mercedes Benz Rejects Sellout as Strike Continzes 
MBI 30526 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0046 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] East London Aug 12 SAPA — Mercedes Benz of South 
Africa had no intention of disinvesting from South Africa, a 
company spokesman, Mrs Delene MacFeriane, said today. 


Mrs MacFarlane said the strike-hit sssembly plant in East 
London would alr» not be relocated from East London. 


The plant has been closed for cight days as a result of a dispute 
with the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa 
(NUMSA). Mrs MacFarlane said it would be more likely that 
the head office would be moved from Pretoria to East London 
than that the plant be relocated to another city. 


The plant was “open for production” today but workers who 
arrived at the plant did not resume production, Mrs MacFarian- 
said. Production at the plant stapped on Tuesday last week after 
workers in the chassis and body-work division went on strike, 
demanding an increase in hourly wages and that there should be 
no loss of earnings as a result of the introduction of shorter shifts. 


NUMSA’s regional organizer in the eastern Cape, Mrs Les 
Kettledas, said the strike had started when the company refused 
to negotiate with shop stewards. 


A total of 188 workers were dismissed on Monday for ignoring 
an ultimatum to return to work. Among those dismissed were the 
union’s branch chairman, the vice-c’ virman and an executive 
member. 


Mr Kettledas said that when the company was granted an 
and when the company refused to negotiate with any delegation 
which included the dismissed shop stewards, the workers told the 
union not to negotiate with management until further notice. 


A further development in the strike was a meeting today of the 
joint shop stewards of Mercedes Benz, Volkswagen and BMW, 
the German motor companies in South Africa, where discussions 
took place on how to bring the strike to a speedy resolution and 
on «he development of future solidarity action with workers in 
German companies operating in South Africe in which there are 
disputes. 


“This compay will have to adopt enlig..tened South African 
industrial relations practices if it intends to avoid continuous 
conflict with employees. Up to now it does not seem to have been 
able to deal with the situation except through the courts and the 
industrial council,” Mr Kettledas said. 


The dispute has been rererred to the minister of manpower, Mr 
Pietie du Plessis, for a decision. 
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Commentary Praises KwaZale-Natai Executive Body 
MB1 20537 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] A major advance ir South Africa's constitutional deveiop- 
meat passed almost unnoticed in the last week when the reg- 
ulations were promulgated for a joint ex ~utive authority for 
KwaZulu and Natal. The new body, which could be in operation 
before the end of the year, will consist of equal sur: bizs of 
represeatatives of the KwaZulu Cabinet and the Natal Executive 
Committee. Its task: to manage on a regional basié those affairs 
of general concern to the population as a whole that are assigned 
to it by these two bodies. 


The joint executive authority extends an important principle that 
has emerged from the direction i in which political developrnent 


means of dealing equitably with the demand by groups for both 
an. exclusive say over their own affairs and a joint say in matters 
of common concern. Jt is one answer to the dilemms of reconcil- 
ing the dual political demands of South Africa's diverse 
population: the insistence that each group should determine its 
own destiny, while having to share power in the many spheres in 


~ In respect of the black g coups the firat main step in that direction 


was the growth of a network of institutions for multilateral 
development cooperatin among the national states and the 
republic. Within the republic there has been the establishment 
of multiracial provincial executive committees as a regonal 
extension cf parliament's executive authority for general affairs. 
At the level of local government, regional services councils have 
come into being to provide rationalized services and development 
aid to the community-based clecter councils they represent. 


It is a deliberate process of decentralization both in group politics 
and in ensuring participation by all in structures dealing with 
matters of common concern. The process is a response to the 
complex variety — ethnically, economically, geographacally — 
that characterizes the South African people and makes the 
establishment of a just and stable dispensation so intractable a 
challenge. That different regions have distinctive requirements 
for development and political accommodation, dictates that 
appropriate sclutions have to be tailored to the demands of each. 


The executive authority for KwaZulu and Natal represents 
another step in the evolution of a constitutional framework based 
on a recognition of these realities and principles. A glance at the 
map convzys clearly the distinctiv :ness of the region. KwaZulu, 
with its own legislative authority, c asists of a number of territor- 


It is in the step-by-step resolution of such issues, through nego- 
tiated agreement among the :articipants, that South Africa's 
new dispensation is taking shape. 
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Press Comments on Cur~ent Issucs, Problems 


MB1 40833 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Criticizes Canadian Visit 

A page 6 editorial in Johannesburg The Citi: 1 in English on 13 
August says that Canadian Secretary of State for External 
Affai:s Joe Clark's visit to South Africa “can hardly be consid- 
ered to be of any great diplomatic significance, being calculated 
more to impress the Commouwealth than get any first-hand 
knowledge of South Africa's problems and progress or exchange 
views.” since Clark's visit is “intended to impress the Franco- 
phone countries and the Commonwealth,” what better wa’; “to 
get them cheering than to visit South Africa, even only briefly, 
and demonstrate that Canada is going to get really tough with 
this country if Pretoria does not do as it is told.” 


STAR en Consensus for Powersharing 
A page 14 editorial in Johannesburg The Star in English on 13 
August notes the following: “If the system is not consented tc, 
the government established under it will be challenged. That is 
the fate of the current South African constitutional system. It 
will be the fate of the KwaNatal joint executive authority and 
also of ethnic bodies elected in Namibia at second-tier level. The 
comination of minorities, but it will lose credibility if it does not 
accept the systems and safeguards which tlie affected people 
devise for themselves. The consent of the governeu is always the 


“Government, predictably, is exceeding all legitimate limits in 
its attempt to bring the universities to heel,” says Johannesburg 
Business Day in English on 13 August in a page 6 editorial. “It 
is going beyond the need to secure academic freedom in an 
orderly environment and is trying instead to make the universities 
serve its own political ends.” “The universities are now in an 
unpleasant position, threatened with a choice between their 
principles and their pockets, and in such a position it is as well to 
be sure of one’s principles.” 


Criticiem of Self-Ceoverning T erriteries BEI 

A second editorial on the same page says there are “few raised 
eyebrows at the news that government is intent on giving greater 
autonomy to the ‘self-governing territories’.” “The proposed 
self-governing territories bill is apparently intended to overcome 
the ‘problecn’ of homelands which decline independence. There 
is much to b. said for devolution of power, but do we really need 
yet another vet of civil service bureaucracies, supreme courts and 
the like? Pretoria is set to repeat its past expensive mistakes — 
if a more refined menner — without solving anything.” 


CAPE TIMES Welcomes Abolishing of Jeb Reservation 
“The de jure screpping of job reservation in the mining industry 
is to be welcomed,” says a page 12 editorial in Cape Town Cape 
Tin:es in English on 12 August. “The cassing of the mines and 
works amendment bill in Perliament this week hes paved the way 
for members 01 all races to eayn 13 different kinds of certificates 
of competence in the mines.” “However, fears have been 
expressed in certain quatters that many new criterir which are 
included in the legislation — such es language competency and 
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age — may be used as a “back door’ mechanism to regulate the 
number of black miners who will ia future obtain blasting 
certificates. The minister of manpower, Mr Pictic du Plessis, is 


that the last provision of statutory job reservation on grounds of 
race has been scrapped.” 


Government N.« Seo Neutral ca Sirtkes 

The minister of manpower has “been at pains to stress that the 
government did not want to take sides in the strike since it was a 
question ‘purely’ jor the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
and the Chamber‘of Mines,” writes Anthony Johnson in the 
“Midweek Politics” column on the same page. but “this attitude 
of sober sensitivity haz taken some observers by surprise since it 
stands in stark vaziance with the import of a number of bills 
currently in the legis/ative pipeline that are virtually gueranteed 
to spark serious confrontation in the labour reistions field.” 
“While the government has been treating the latest miners’ strike 
with caution, it appears determined to curb unions, politicize the 
workplace and bedevil labour relations via its legislative pro- 
gram. But until blac workers have their representatives in 
Parliament, the government will fight a futile battle ia its bid to 
contain tne influence of ‘political’ unions.” 


SOWF «%: 12 ‘Interference’ in Serthe 
A page 6 edity « a Jensesburg Sowetan in English on 13 


the National Un‘on of Mineworkers in the Klerksdorp area,” 
saying “we dezlore the interference of the police in matters that 
should concern employers and employees only. industrial rela- 
uons is made more difficult by such interference.” 


NEW NATION: UDF Urges Grass Roots Organization 


institutions. We have shown they heve no support among our 
people.” “The UDF's task is to ensure that n> section of our 


methods of orgenisation do not easare fall partici 
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grow in the rural areas.” According to the UDF “The vehemence 
with which the masses opposed independence, the corruption of 
the homeland governments, their internal squabbles as well as 
their total reliance on repression as a means of control, all 
indicate the total lack of legitimacy of these structures. Sponta- 
neous initiatives taken by the masses and the lack of cooperation 
with the ho nelands indicate that this aspect of our struggle is 
poised to move forward dramatically.”” 


UFD's Boesak Says ‘Peaceful’ Solution Impossible 
The same page carries an interview with Alan Boesak, patron of 
the UDF, saying “at the moment a peaceful resolution to our 
problems seems almost impossible. The key to this really does not 
lay with black people. It lies in the hands of white people. It lies 
in the hands of the international community.”” “In spite of what 
South Africa has done over the past few years, the international 
community has not been able to impose meaningful sanctions to 
make the government sit up and take note of the people's frustra- 

tions.” “If the U.S. and the countries in Western Europe cut all 
air links with South Africa, it will not take long for South African 
businessmen to get onto the government's back. It is a very 
non-violent action. No black people are going to get hurt in any 
way — economic or any other way.”” Boesak further says that 
“as far as its new machinations to co-opt people are concerned, 
it is clear the government is facing grave problems — no commu- 
nity leader of any credibility will join. The only people it will 
attract are the well-known stooges from the homelands and 
people who have long co-operated with the government.” 


BURGER Condemns Winnie Mandela Remark 

A page 10 editorial in Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 12 
August says the “notorious remark by Winnie Mandela when she 
promised that ‘with our matches and our necklaces we will free 
the country’, was obviously not drastic enough. now she also 
wants the ‘struggle’ to be taken to the white residential areas. 
Such naked antiwhite racism is not only revealing because it 
comes from the wife of ANC leader Nelson Mandela, but 
because it is in keeping with ANC propaganda on Radio Free- 
dom.” Die Burger says “whatever doubt there was among left 
wingers concerning the ANC’s real intentions has surely been by 
Mrs Mandela. She plainly said that the ‘struggle’ must take place 
in Pretoria and not in Soweto.” 


BEELD Warns of Exploitation of Strike 
A page 6 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 13 
August says “the British mineworkers’ union has asked miners’ 
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ZIMBABWE 


Former Conservative White MP Joins ZANU-PF 
MB112008 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2257 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA — A former member of 
parliament for the Conservative Alliance of Zimbabwe, Mr 
Graham Beathon, has joined the ruling ZANU-PF party, reports 
SABC radio news. 


This was confirmed by a senior ZANU-PF official. 


Mr Beathon is one of four members of the Conservative Alliance 
— three members of parliament and a senator — who resigned 
from the party last week. 


The minister of information, posts and telecommunications, Dr 
Nathan Shamuyarira, has announced that the 20 seats reserved 
for whites in the Zimbabwean House of Assembly are to be 
abolished at the end of the month. Most of the white seats are 
held by the Conservative Alliance. 


unions worldwide to help the striking South African miners 
financially. Seeing that such a step can be interpreted as flagrant 
interference in South Africa's domestic affairs, and can worsen 
an already tense situation.” “It is known that radicals have tried 
to thwart the government attempts at reform through labor 
unrest. In the past it has led to faction fighting among the various 
ethnic groups of mineworkers. It is expected that responsible 
union leaders and mine management will settle their differences 
before opportunists politically exploit the strike.” 


Vill. 14 Aug 87 


BENIN 


University of Benin To Reopen 17 August 
AB141046 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] The University of Benin, which was closed down as a result 
of students’ disturbances, is to reopen on Monday [17 August} A 
statement by the Senate of the university says each student will 
be required to sign an undertaking on return to campus. A Radio 
Nigeria correspondent in Benin understands that the Senate has 
yet to consider the report of a committee set up to investigate the 
disturbances and levies to be imposed on the students for the cost 
of damage. 


BURKINA FASO 


Sankara Receives Senegalese Minister, Message 
AB! 31348 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Text] Captain Thomas Sankara, CNR chairman and head of 
state, this afternoon received Seydou Madani Sy, justice minister 
of Senegal. After the meeting, Mr Sy disclosed the purpose of his 
call on the head of state to our reporter, Kioutan Samate: 


[Begin recording] [Sy] I have been sent by President Diouf of 
Senegal to deliver a confidential message to the Burkinabe head 
of state, which I have just done. Of course, the message and 
discussions we held concerned mainly bilateral issues, and since. 
it is a confidential message, I cannot disclose its contents. How- 
ever, it is nothing serious -- I can say that much. In fact, my visit 
falls within the framework of good bilateral relations. 


[Samate] After the CEAO [West African Economic Community] 
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GHANA 
Benin Foreign Minister Calis on Rawiings 
AB131711 Accra Domestic Service in English 


1300 GMT 13 Aug 87 
[Text] The Benin minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, Dr 


Ambassador to Ghana, Mr Lucien Tonoukouin. 


Paper Criticizes Chadian ‘Attack’ Against Libya 
AB140825 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 14 Aug 87 


Mauritian Common Organization} In fact, this agreement 
ee ae 


Ngom, whom we have just mentioned, can be allowed to return 
to his country to serve the rest of his sentence. [end recording) 


the situation because Habre’s border adventure 
he <-as, when he found his regime’s beck against the wall against 
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NIGERIA 


National Shipping Line Vessel Seized in Italy 
AB131030 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Text] The Ministry of Transport and Aviation has announced 
that a Nigerian National Shipping Line vessel has been seized in 
Italy by two Italian companies. The vessel, MV River Kerawa, is 
being detained in La Spezia over an alleged debt owed by a 
merchant bank in Nigeria and another Nigerian company. 


The ministry explained in a statement that the seizure of the 
vessel was not only illegal, but an attempt to force the federal 
government to intervene in the dispute. It said it was making 
efforts to secure the release of the vessel. 


Babangida Chairs Armed Forces Consultative Meeting 
AB131755 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has today been visiting 
Rukuba, near Jos, for a meeting of the Armed Forces Consulta- 
tive Committee. He was met on arrival at the Heipang Airport 
by the Plateau State governor, Colonel Lawrence Onoja, and the 
general officer commanding the 3d Armored Division, Brigadier 
Joshua Dogonyaro. Major General Babangida and his entourage 
immediately proceeded to the venue of the meeting, (?which is) 
to be held behind closed doors. 


Government Retires Bank Officials Over Policies 
AB1 30920 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 12 Aug 87 


[Text] The managing director of the Continental Merchant Bank, 
Dr Ibrahim Ayagi, and his First Bank counterpart, Mr Oladele 
Olasore, have been retired with immediate effect. A government 
statement in Lagos this evening says that the retirement of the 
two officers was in the public interest. The statement explained 
that the action was taken because of what it described as the 
irreconcilable indifference of the officers to the country’s mon- 
etary and fiscal policies. 
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the first elections is that their success or failure will determine 
the fate of other elections in the country. The paper wants the 
government to announce the list of banned politicians so as to 
facilitate the work of the electoral comniission and (7liaise) for a 
comprehensive list of eligible voters in each local government 
area. The Guardian, however, suggests that members of the 
commission should ensure that the screening of the credentials 
of candidatcs and supervising of the actual elections are carried 
out in a way that will not repeat the mistakes of the former 
Fedeco [Federal Electoral Commission]. 


The Chronicle wants the government to take appropriate and 
relevant actions based on the Babalakin’s Fedeco Tribunal 
report. The paper contends that those who were found to have 
committed electoral malpractices should not be allowed to take 
part in the forthcoming elections. The Chronicle points out that 
the new electoral commision has a duty to ensure that Nigeria 
joins the modern and civilized wor'd in the conduct of democratic 
elections. The paper, however, dts not support the decision to 
conduct local government elections in December. 


The Punch feels that other [word indistinct] must be taken into 
account in creating a transparently credible election machinery, 
contending that past electoral problems would have been averted 
if the conduct of the last elections were left entirely to the 
legitimate electoral commissions. This is why the paper is pleased 
that the government is conferring autonomy on the new electoral 
commission, coupled with full-time and permanent membersliip. 
The Punch says the federal government holds the ultimate 
responsibility for free elections and it must assure the people of 


The Tribune, on its part, rermarks that the failure to conduct a 
free and fair election in the past was due to the inability of those 
charged with the exercise. The paper calls on the members of the 
commission not to allow themselves to be manipulated this time 
around. 


Religious Riots Defense Attorneys Stage Walkout 
AB131035 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 12 Aug 87 

[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The tribunal set up by the Nigerian Government to try 


Papers Comment on Electoral Commission Tasks 
AB131112 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[From the press review} 


[Text] Four papers, The Guardian, The Punch, The Nigerian 
Chronicle, and The Tribune examine the significance of the 
10-man electoral commission set up by the federal government. 
The papers hold different views on the issue. 


The Guardian and The Chronicle are concerned with the plans 
for the conduct of local government elections, scheduled for the 
third quarter of this year. The Guardian says the importance of 


March, has run into a spot of trouble. The lawyers representing 
the defendants have staged a walkout, claiming that their clients 
stand no chance of getting a fair trial. From Lagos, Shola 
Odumfa cabled this report. 


[Begin studio announcer-read recording] Withdrawal began on 
Monday. Mr Lateef Williams, who is leading four other defense 
lawyers for two men charged with theft and causing mischief by 
fire, announced to the tribunal that the defense team was with- 
drawing from the case. He said they were acting on instructions 
from agents who had briefed them to appear for the accused. 


The chairman of the tribunal, Mr Justice Karibi-Whyte, asked 
who the agents were, but Mr Williams refused to name them. 
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The chairman observed that the withdrawal was sudden and that 
the accused would now need time to arrange for representation 
by other lawyers. He adjourned the case until the 17th of August 
when he will rule whether to grant the lawyers’ applications to 
withdraw. But the lawyers quickly told him that they might not 
even show up on that day. 


Yesterday, the lawyers filed a written notice of their withdrawal 
from all cases for 89 suspects they were representing. They said 
that their clients were convinced that they would not get justice 
and that the likelihood of a gross miscarriage of justice at the 
tribunal was very high. They said that the fact that the tribunal 
was sitting in Abuja, far from the riots scenes made it very 
difficult for the accused to procure witnesses to testify in their 
defense. They also alleged that the tribunal was overindulging 
the prosecution to the detriment of the defense, that the tribunal 
had denied bail to the accused even though they were eligible for 
bail and also stressed that the lawyers felt hamstrung, disabled, 
stultified, and frustrated in performing their duties. 


Finally, the lawyers said their clients were disillusioned and 
disturbed that no members of any other religious rites allegedly 
involved in the riots were being prosecuted for any offenses. The 
accused are all Muslims. [end recording] 


TOGO 
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[Excerpt] The head of state, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, this 
morning received at the Presidential Palace, Gouara Lassou, 
Chadian minister of foreign affairs. He was the bearer of a 
message from President Hissein Habre to his brother and friend, 
Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema. Yaovi Adodo, member of the Central 
Committee and minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, was 
present at the audience after which Gouara Lassou met the press. 


[Begin recording] [Lassou] I have been received by President 
Eyadema to whom I have delivered a message from his brother 
and friend, President Hissein Habre. I took the opportunity of 
this meeting to brief him on the current situation in Chad, and 
received the usual wise advice from him. This advice pertains to 


negotiations on reconciliation and defend the country. You are 
aware of what is happening in Chad. As Pres‘dent Habre hes 
always said, Chad wants to live peacefully with all its neighbors, 
including Libya. Chad wants to live, within respected borders, as 
a free and sovereign state. Chad cannot accept any interference 
in its internal affairs. Consequently, what has jyst happened in 
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Chad -- the liberation of our Aozou territory -- cannot prevent 
us from practicing this policy of good-neighborliness with one of 
our sister countries, Libya. We do not confuse the Libyan people 
with Colonel al-Qadhdhafi and his regime. President Habre has 
always said that he is ready at any time to meet even Al- 
Qadhdhafi. For its part, Chad is prepared to meet Libya to 
discuss with it the necessary conditions for good-neighborliness 
and peaceful coexistence. Then, the Libyan and Chadian people 
could together engage in the fight against misery, ignorance, and 
disease. This is the struggle which we need to fight together. This 
is Chad’s position. [end recording] 
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[Text] This morning President Eyadema received Farid Zarif, 
Afghan deputy minister of foreign affairs, at the presidential 
palace in Lome. Present at the meeting was Yaovi Adodo, 
member of the Central Committee and minister of foreign affairs 
and cooperation. The Afghan deputy minister of foreign affairs 
also met the press after his meeting with the president. Mr Zarif 
stated that he came to seek the support of President Eyadema for 
peace efforts in the region. 


(Begin Zarif recordi:.., in English fading into French translation] 
First of all, I would like to express, once again, the gratitude of 
my delegation for the honor that has been bestowed upon us in 
being received by his excellency the president of the country. The 
goal of our visit here is manifold. First of all, we have come to 
strengthen the bilateral relations between Togo and Afghanistan. 
When Togo became independent in 1960, relations were estab- 
lished between the two countries but, unfortunately, there has 
been no further advancement in these relations. We have also 
come to make a proposal to the president of the republic and 
Togolese authorities on the exchange of nonresident ambassadors 
between our two capitals. This idea was well-received by the 
president of the republic. 


We have also sought ways in which Togo can support peace 
efforts that are presently under way in our country, Afghanistan. 
We need peace and stability in our country, and this peace and 
stability will also affect neighboring countries. We have also 
sought Togo’s support for the Geneva talks between Afghanistan 
and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. In this field, Togo has, once 


again, promised to support us and: to find the way of attaining ——_—- 


this objective. In a nutshell, we have sought Togo's support in our 
peace efforts so that there can be peace throughout the region. 
Apart from that, we have taken the necessary steps to implement 
—- reconciliation problem. [end 
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